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PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET ANNOUNCES DANCER PROMOTIONS FOR 
2009-2010 SEASON 

 
SEATTLE, WA — At a benefit dinner prior to tonight’s opening performance of Roméo et Juliette, 

Pacific Northwest Ballet Artistic Director Peter Boal announced a series of much-anticipated dancer 

promotions for the 2009-2010 season. Maria Chapman, who joined PNB as an apprentice in 1995, was 

promoted to the rank of principal dancer, as was Karel Cruz, who joined PNB as a member of the 

corps de ballet in 2002. Lindsi Dec, a member of PNB’s corps de ballet since 2002, was promoted to 

the rank of soloist. Mr. Boal was also pleased to announce that apprentices Andrew Bartee, Amanda 

Clark, Kyle Davis, Emma Love, Margaret Mullin, and Sean Rollofson have all been promoted to the 

corps de ballet, and two new apprentices join the company: Chelsea Adomaitis and Ezra Thomson. 

 

Maria Chapman is from St. Simons Island, Georgia. She was a student of Magdalena Maury and 

studied under Patricia Bromley at Terpsichore Co., Ltd. in Atlanta. She continued her training at the 

School of American Ballet and attended summer courses at Boston Ballet, Houston Ballet, Joffrey 

Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet School, and SAB. She joined PNB as an apprentice in 1995, was 

promoted to corps de ballet in 1996 and to soloist in 2005. In addition to her performing career, Ms. 

Chapman is a founding member of Second Stage, PNB's career transition program for dancers. She is 

currently chairperson of the Second Stage Committee. 

 

Karel Cruz is from Havana, Cuba, and received his training at Cuba's Escuela Nacional de Artes. He 

joined Ballet Nacional de Cuba in 1996 and left in 1998 to join Ballet Clasico de Camara in Venezuela. 

From 1999 to 2000, he danced with Teatro Teresa Carreno, also in Venezuela. He joined Pacific 

Northwest Ballet as a member of the corps de ballet in 2002 and was promoted to soloist in 2007. 

 

Lindsi Dec is from Fairfax, Virginia. She trained at Washington Ballet School and on scholarship at 

Pacific Northwest Ballet School. She joined Pacific Northwest Ballet as an apprentice in 2001 and was 

promoted to corps de ballet in 2002. Ms. Dec has performed as a guest artist with California Ballet, 

Dance Arts Theatre, and Mid-Columbia Ballet. 

 

Andrew Bartee is from Everett, Washington. He studied on scholarship at Pacific Northwest Ballet 

School and attended summer courses at PNBS and the School of American Ballet. He was a recipient 

of the Flemming Halby Exchange with the Royal Danish Ballet School and a 2007 Princess Grace 

Award recipient. Mr. Bartee joined Pacific Northwest Ballet as an apprentice in 2008.  

 

Amanda Clark is from Fairfax, Virginia. She studied on scholarship at Washington School of Ballet, 

the School of American Ballet, and Pacific Northwest Ballet School, and attended summer courses at 

San Francisco Ballet School, the SAB, and PNBS. She also studied with Shirley Bennett and Barbara 

Walczak. Ms. Clark joined Pacific Northwest Ballet as an apprentice in 2008. 

 

Kyle Davis is from Green Bay, Wisconsin. He trained at Makaroff School of Ballet, Rock School for 

Dance Education, and North Carolina School of the Arts, and attended summer courses at Milwaukee 

Ballet School, the School of American Ballet, and Pacific Northwest Ballet School. He has also studied 

with Ethan Stiefel and Warren Connover. In 2008, Mr. Davis won the Prix de Lausanne competition in 

Lausanne, Switzerland. He also won various awards in the Youth American Grand Prix Regional and 

Finals in 2005 and 2006. He was a 2007–2008 recipient of the Elizabeth Harriet Weaver Memorial 



Scholarship and the Martha and Spencer Love Foundation Scholarship for Excellence in the Arts at the 

North Carolina School of the Arts. Mr. Davis joined PNB as an apprentice in 2008. 

 

Emma Love is from Wichita, Kansas. She studied with Sharon Rogers and on scholarship at Pacific 

Northwest Ballet School, and attended summer courses at Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, Ballet 

Academy East, and PNBS. She was a recipient of the Flemming Halby Exchange with the Royal Danish 

Ballet School and was also a 2004 and 2005 recipient of a Kansas Cultural Trust Grant. Ms. Love 

joined Pacific Northwest Ballet as an apprentice in 2008. 

 

Margaret Mullin is from Tucson, Arizona. She studied on scholarship at Ballet Arts Tucson with Mary-

Beth Cabana and at Pacific Northwest Ballet School, and attended summer courses at Ballet Tucson, 

PNBS, and Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp with Jefferson Baum. She was the recipient of a Thurber 

Scholarship Award in 2003 and 2004, and the 2007 Founding Director Scholarship Award from Angela 

Whitehill of Burklyn Ballet. Ms. Mullin joined PNB as an apprentice in 2008. 

 

Sean Rollofson is from Redmond, Washington. He studied with Deborah Hadley at Washington 

Academy of Performing Arts and began attending Pacific Northwest Ballet School at age seven. He 

attended summer courses at the National Ballet School (Toronto) and on scholarship at the School of 

American Ballet. Mr. Rollofson joined PNB as an apprentice in 2008. 

 

PNB is happy to welcome two new faces to the ranks of the company, as apprentices:  

 

Chelsea Adomaitis is from Boston, Massachusetts. She studied with Wayne Stewarte in 

Massachusetts and at Harid Conservatory and Pacific Northwest Ballet School, and she attended 

summer courses at PNBS, Harid Conservatory, the Royal Ballet School (London), and National Ballet 

School (Canada). While a student at PNBS, Ms. Adomaitis performed leading roles in George 

Balanchine’s Cortège Hongrois and La Source and originated roles in ballets by Sonia Dawkins, Kiyon 
Gaines, and Olivier Wevers. She also performed corps de ballet roles with PNB in Balanchine’s 

Diamonds, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Symphony in C; Jerome Robbins’ West Side Story Suite; 
Christopher Wheeldon’s Carousel (A Dance); and Kent Stowell’s Nutcracker and Swan Lake.  In 2009, 
Ms. Adomaitis won a National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts youngARTS Level I award. She 

was also a Youth America Grand Prix finalist in 2003, 2004, and 2005. 

 

Ezra Thomson is from San Bernardino, California. He studied on scholarship at Riverside Ballet Arts, 

Orlando Ballet School, and Pacific Northwest Ballet School and attended summer courses at PNBS, the 

School of American Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, National Ballet School (Canada), the Rock School, 

Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, and Burklyn Ballet Theatre. Mr. Thomson was a 2009 recipient of the 

Flemming Halby Exchange with the Royal Danish Ballet School. He danced with Orlando Ballet before 

joining PNB as an apprentice. While a student at PNBS, Mr. Thomson performed the lead in George 

Balanchine’s La Source and also originated roles in ballets by Kiyon Gaines, Stanko Milov, and Olivier 
Wevers, as well as the role of Geppetto in Bruce Wells’ Pinocchio. He also performed corps de ballet 

roles with Pacific Northwest Ballet in Balanchine’s Diamonds, Jerome Robbins’ West Side Story Suite, 
and Kent Stowell’s Nutcracker and Swan Lake. In 2007, Mr. Thomson won the gold medal in the 

regional Youth America Grand Prix competition.  
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