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PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET ANNOUNCES GUEST CONDUCTORS FOR 

 
November 26 - December 27, 2010 

Marion Oliver McCaw Hall 

321 Mercer Street at Seattle Center 

Seattle, WA 98109 

 

SEATTLE, WA — Pacific Northwest Ballet has announced the schedule of guest conductors for 

upcoming performances of the Stowell/Sendak Nutracker.  Guest conductors for the 2010 

performances will be Stephen Radcliffe and Alastair Willis.  They will be sharing the baton with PNB’s 

acting music director/conductor, Allan Dameron.  (See complete schedule below.)  The only 

production of its kind in the world, PNB’s Nutcracker combines PNB Founding Artistic Director Kent 

Stowell’s charming and dramatic choreography with magnificent sets and costumes by renowned 

author and illustrator Maurice Sendak (Where the Wild Things Are), the live magic of the PNB Orchestra 

and more than 200 roles danced by PNB’s professional dancers and students.  Twenty-seven years 

young, Nutcracker is the Northwest’s favorite holiday tradition. 

 

STEPHEN RADCLIFFE 

Stephen Radcliffe is Music Director of Seattle Youth Symphony Orchestra. He made his Lincoln 

Center conducting debut with Metropolitan Opera sopranos Jan DeGaetani, Susan Graham, and 

Dawn Upshaw. Mr. Radcliffe has since conducted orchestras on four continents and recorded operatic, 

orchestral, and chamber music works. He served as Assistant Conductor of the Boston Lyric Opera, 

Founder and Music Director of the New York Chamber Ensemble, Artistic Director of the Cape May 

Music Festival, and Principal Guest Conductor of the Hungarian Virtuosi. He was also the Director of 

Orchestral and Operatic Activities at the University of Massachusetts and Music Director of the Five 

College Opera Project. Mr. Radcliffe holds a degree in Music Education from the New England 

Conservatory and has led youth orchestra programs throughout the world. He holds a Masters Degree 

in conducting from the University of Michigan and studied at the Aspen and Tanglewood Music 

Centers and the Accademia Musicale Chigiana. 

 



ALASTAIR WILLIS 

Alastair Willis was the Associate Conductor of the Seattle Symphony from 2000 to 2003. He has 

appeared with dozens of the nation’s foremost symphonies and orchestras, and internationally with 

China National Symphony Orchestra Beijing, Orchestre de Bretagne, Graz Opera orchestra, and Hong 

Kong Sinfonietta, among others.  In 2002, he was asked by Yo-Yo Ma to conduct performances of his 

Silk Road Project and was subsequently re-invited to conduct for the project all over the world. He was 

previously Assistant Conductor with the Cincinnati Symphony and Pops Orchestras and Music 

Director of the Cincinnati Symphony Youth Orchestra. In 1999, Mr. Willis was one of six up-and-

coming conductors chosen for American Symphony Orchestra League's National Conductor Preview 

in 1999 and was awarded a Tanglewood Music Festival. He received his bachelor's degree with honors 

from Bristol University and earned a post-graduate Certificate of Education degree at Kingston 

University. In 1996, he won a scholarship to study at Rice University, graduating with a Master of 

Music degree.   

 

ALLAN DAMERON 

PNB Acting Music Director/Conductor 

A native of Greensboro, North Carolina, Allan Dameron graduated from North Carolina School of 

the Arts and studied conducting at the Pierre Monteaux School in Maine.  Mr. Dameron has been 

Music Director and Conductor for Chicago City Ballet and Assistant Conductor at Chicago Lyric 

Opera. Prior to joining PNB, he was a chamber music professor at Northern Illinois University. As a 

chamber music pianist, Mr. Dameron has been a guest artist with the Vermeer and Audubon Quartets 

and is a member of the Ariel Trio. Mr. Dameron performs piano solo work for PNB ballets, including 

Dual Lish, Duo Concertant, Für Alina and Rubies. 

 

Day Date Times Conductor 

Friday Nov. 26 7:30 pm Dameron 

Saturday Nov. 27 2:00 pm  Radcliffe 

Saturday Nov. 27 7:30 pm** Dameron 

Sunday Nov. 28 1:00 pm Radcliffe 

Sunday Nov. 28 5:30 pm Dameron 

Friday Dec. 3 7:30 pm Dameron 

Saturday Dec. 4 2:00 pm Dameron 

Saturday Dec. 4 7:30 pm Radcliffe 

Sunday Dec. 5 1:00 pm Radcliffe 

Sunday Dec. 5 5:30 pm Dameron 

Thursday Dec. 9 7:30 pm Dameron 

Friday  Dec. 10 7:30 pm Willis 

Saturday Dec. 11 2:00 pm Willis 

Saturday Dec. 11 7:30 pm Dameron 

Sunday Dec. 12 1:00 pm Willis 

Sunday Dec. 12 5:30 pm Willis 

Wednesday Dec. 15 7:30 pm Willis 

Thursday Dec. 16 7:30 pm Dameron 

Friday Dec. 17 2:00 pm Dameron 

Friday Dec. 17 7:30 pm Radcliffe 



Saturday Dec. 18 2:00 pm Dameron 

Saturday Dec. 18 7:30 pm Radcliffe 

Sunday Dec. 19 1:00 pm Dameron 

Sunday Dec. 19 5:30 pm Radcliffe 

Tuesday Dec. 21 2:00 pm Radcliffe 

Tuesday Dec. 21 7:30 pm Dameron 

Wednesday Dec. 22 2:00 pm Dameron 

Wednesday Dec. 22 7:30 pm Radcliffe 

Thursday Dec. 23 2:00 pm Radcliffe 

Thursday Dec. 23 7:30 pm Dameron 

Friday Dec. 24 11:30 am Radcliffe 

Friday Dec. 24 4:00 pm† Dameron 

Saturday Dec. 25 All Day Kringle 

Sunday Dec. 26 1:00 pm Dameron 

Sunday Dec. 26 5:30 pm Radcliffe 

Monday Dec. 27 1:00 pm Radcliffe 

Monday Dec. 27 5:30 pm Dameron 

 

** Listen to the ballet! This performance will be broadcast live on Classical KING FM (98.1 fm or 

online at king.org/listen) 

 

† “Nutty Nut” performance; Scenes or music might be altered. 

 

#   #   # 

 

Tickets to PNB’s Nutcracker start at $26 and may be purchased by contacting the PNB Box Office at 

206.441.2424, online at www.pnb.org or in person at the PNB Box Office, 301 Mercer Street at 

Seattle Center.  A limited choice of tickets is also available thru Ticketmaster, 206.292-ARTS or at 

ticketmaster.com.  No other ticket outlets are authorized to sell Pacific Northwest Ballet Nutcracker tickets.   

 

Media support for Pacific Northwest Ballet’s Nutcracker is provided by The Seattle Times and KOMO 4. 

Nutcracker Opening Weekend support provided by Puget Sound Energy. Pacific Northwest Ballet’s 

2010-2011 Season is proudly sponsored by Microsoft Corporation.  Additional season support is 

provided by Artsfund, National Endowment for the Arts, PONCHO, Seattle Office of Arts & Cultural 

Affairs, 4Culture - King County Lodging Tax, the Wallace Foundation, Washington State Arts 

Commission, and William Randolph Hearst Foundation. 

 

Programming subject to change. For further information, please visit: www.pnb.org. 
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