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PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET PRESENTS 

 

 
 

June 3 – 12, 2016 
Marion Oliver McCaw Hall 

321 Mercer Street, Seattle Center 
Seattle, WA 98109 

 
Seven performances only! 
June 3-4, 9-11 at 7:30 pm 

June 4 at 2:00 pm 
June 12 at 1:00 pm 

 
SEATTLE, WA – For AMERICAN STORIES, the final program of its 44th season, Pacific 
Northwest Ballet presents a triple bill featuring three of the world’s greatest choreographers – 
George Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, and Twyla Tharp – and their distinctive takes on the 
American landscape. Balanchine’s homage to American folk dancing, Square Dance, is joined 
by Robbins’ Fancy Free (the inspiration for the musical On the Town) and, back by popular 
demand, Tharp’s made-for-PNB Waiting at the Station, featuring music by the late, great jazz 
legend Allen Toussaint. AMERICAN STORIES runs for seven performances only, June 3 
through 12 at Seattle Center’s Marion Oliver McCaw Hall. Tickets start at $30. For more 
information, contact the PNB Box Office at 206.441.2424, in person at 301 Mercer Street, or 
online at PNB.org. 
 
The line-up for AMERICAN STORIES will include: 
 



Fancy Free 
Music: Leonard Bernstein (1944; "Big Stuff" recording sung by Dee Dee Bridgewater) 
Choreography: Jerome Robbins 
Staging: Judith Fugate 
Scenic Design: Oliver Smith 
Costume Design: Kermit Love 
Costume Design Supervisor: Holly Hynes 
Original Lighting Design: Ronald Bates 
Lighting Design: Randall G. Chiarelli 
Running Time: 29 minutes 
Premiere: April 18, 1944; Ballet Theatre (New York) 
PNB Premiere: September 21, 2006 
 
Imagine New York on a hot summer night in 1944. Three sailors on shore leave pick up two girls 
and a fight breaks out over which sailor is to be left without a partner. In the bar, they stage a 
competition, each dancing to win the favor of a girl. When the girls are unable to choose 
between them, the fight resumes and the girls slip away. The sailors make up, but suddenly a 
third girl passes their way…. Have they learned their lesson? 
 
When Jerome Robbins’ first ballet, Fancy Free, premiered in New York on April 18, 1944, it 
proved to be one of the most exciting evenings in the history of ballet in America, marking the 
emergence of three new American talents: choreographer Jerome Robbins, composer Leonard 
Bernstein, and designer Oliver Smith. That same year, the ballet was transformed into the 
Broadway musical On the Town and established Robbins, Bernstein, and Smith as formidable 
talents in American theater. Robbins danced in the Fancy Free premiere with Janet Reed, one 
of American ballet’s favorite soubrettes, who went on to join New York City Ballet and later 
became Founding Director of Pacific Northwest Ballet School.  [Notes by Doug Fullington.] 
 
Square Dance 
Music: Antonio Vivaldi (L’estro Armonica, Op. 3, No. 10, RV 580 and No. 12, RV 265) and 
Arcangelo Corelli (Sarabanda, Badinerie e Giga, i.e., Sonatas for Violin and Continuo, Op. 5, 
No. 9 [Giga] and No. 11 [Gavotta]) 
Choreography: George Balanchine © The George Balanchine Trust 
Staging: Peter Boal 
Lighting Design: Randall G. Chiarelli 
Running Time: 25 minutes 
Premiere: November 21, 1957; New York City Ballet; revised May 20, 1976 
PNB Premiere: March 5, 1981; restaged September 20, 2007 
 
Balanchine’s Square Dance combines classical ballet, 17th-century court dance, and American 
country dancing. In the original 1957 production, the musicians were on stage and a square 
dance caller was brought in to call out the steps. Balanchine revived Square Dance in 1976, 
dispensing with the caller, putting the orchestra in the pit, and adding a celebrated solo for the 
principal male dancer. 
 
Writing about Square Dance, Balanchine explained, “Ballet and other forms of dance of course 
can be traced back to folk dance. I have always liked watching American folk dances, especially 
in my trips to the West, and it occurred to me that it would be possible to combine these two 
different types of dance, the folk and the classic, in one work. To show how close the two really 
are, we chose old music also based on ancient dances. The spirit and nerve required for superb 
dancing are close to what we always want in ballet performances, which is one way perhaps of 



explaining why so many American dancers are so gifted. The invention, its superb preparation 
for risks, and its high spirits are some of the things I was trying to show in this ballet.”  [Notes by 
Marsha Bennion and Doug Fullington.] 
 
Waiting at the Station 
Music: Allen Toussaint (“Let’s,” “Bright Mississippi,” “Dolores’ Boyfriend,” “Mother-in-Law,” 
“Don’t Go To Sleep,” “Fas-Fess,” “I Miss You Baby,” “The Mardi Gras Stomp,” “Waiting at the 
Station”) 
Choreography: Twyla Tharp 
Scenic and Costume Design: Santo Loquasto 
Lighting Design: James F. Ingalls 
Assistant to the Choreographer: Kiyon Gaines 
Running Time: 32 minutes 
Premiere: September 27, 2013; Pacific Northwest Ballet 
 
Waiting at the Station is a short narrative ballet set to a collection of compositions – both old and 
new – by R&B artist Allen Toussaint. Scenic and costume designs by Santo Loquasto set the 
scene in 1940s New Orleans. 
 
The story follows one man as he attempts to connect with his son and pass on his steps before 
he must surrender to the three gilded Fates that seek him out. The ensemble dances upstage 
for much of the work. They are a living frieze, providing background rhythm and dramatic 
tableau as two couples gambol, waltz, spar and swing through a sampling of society’s many 
small conflicts. After the Father dances his goodbyes and recedes upstage with the three Fates, 
his Son leads the jazz funeral procession, a celebration of both life and death through music 
and dance. An epilogue follows, wherein the Father returns briefly to tidy a few loose ends and 
conduct the finale before boarding his last train. 
 
Apart from her own, Tharp has developed long working relationships with three dance 
companies over the course of her career; Pacific Northwest Ballet is one of these. After seven 
years of repertory and two prior commissions, artistic director Peter Boal approached Tharp to 
create a third piece for the company in 2013: Waiting at the Station anchored an all-Tharp 
program that included Nine Sinatra Songs and the Seattle premiere of Brief Fling.  [Notes 
courtesy of Twyla Tharp Dance Foundation.] 
 
 

TICKET INFORMATION & DISCOUNT OFFERS  
 
Tickets ($30-$187) may be purchased through the PNB Box Office: 

 Phone - 206.441.2424 (Mon.-Fri. 10am–6pm; Sat. 10am–5pm) 

 In Person - 301 Mercer Street, Seattle (Mon.-Fri. 10am–6pm; Sat. 10am–5pm) 

 Online - PNB.org (24/7) 
Subject to availability, tickets are also available 90 minutes prior to showtime at McCaw Hall. 
 
GROUP SALES 
Discounts are available for groups of 10 or more. For group tickets, please call Group Sales 
Manager Julie Jamieson at 206.441.2416, email JulieJ@PNB.org or use PNB’s online group 
contact form at PNB.org/Season/Group-Tickets. 
 
 



TEENTIX 
PNB is a proud participant of TeenTix. Founded by Seattle Center, TeenTix’s members (13 to 
19 years old) can purchase tickets to PNB and other music, dance, theater and arts events for 
only $5. To join TeenTix or view a list of participating organizations, visit teentix.org. 
 
STUDENT AND SENIOR RUSH TICKETS 
Subject to availability, half-price rush tickets for students and senior citizens (65+) may be 
purchased in-person with valid ID, from 90 minutes prior to showtime at the McCaw Hall box 
office. 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
FRIDAY PREVIEW 
Friday, May 20, 6:00 pm 
The Phelps Center, 301 Mercer St. at Seattle Center 
PNB’s popular Friday Previews are hour-long studio rehearsals hosted by Artistic Director Peter 
Boal and PNB artistic staff, featuring Company dancers rehearsing excerpts from upcoming 
ballets. Tickets are $12. These events usually sell out in advance.  Friday Previews are 
sponsored by U.S. Bank. 
 
BALLET PREVIEW — FREE 
Tuesday, May 31, 12:00 noon 
Central Seattle Public Library, 1000 Fourth Avenue, Seattle 
Join PNB for a FREE lunch-hour preview lecture at the Central Seattle Public Library. Education 
Programs Manager Doug Fullington will offer insights about AMERICAN STORIES, complete 
with video excerpts. 
 
LECTURE SERIES & DRESS REHEARSAL 
Thursday, June 2, 2015 
Lecture 6:00 pm, Nesholm Family Lecture Hall at McCaw Hall 
Dress Rehearsal 7:00 pm, McCaw Hall 
Join PNB Artistic Director Peter Boal in conversation with Waiting at the Station stager Kiyon 
Gaines, during the hour preceding the dress rehearsal. Attend the lecture only or stay for the 
rehearsal. Tickets are $12 for the lecture, or $30 for the lecture and dress rehearsal. Tickets 
may be purchased through the PNB Box Office. 
 
PRE-PERFORMANCE LECTURES 
Nesholm Family Lecture Hall at McCaw Hall 
Join Education Programs Manager Doug Fullington for a 30-minute introduction to each 
performance, including discussions of choreography, music, history, design and the process of 
bringing ballet to the stage. One hour before performances. FREE for ticketholders. 
 
POST-PERFORMANCE Q&A  
Nesholm Family Lecture Hall at McCaw Hall 
Skip the post-show traffic and enjoy a Q&A with Artistic Director Peter Boal and PNB dancers, 
immediately following each performance. FREE for ticketholders. 
 
YOUNG PATRONS CIRCLE NIGHT 
Friday, June 10, 7:30 pm 
Join members of PNB’s Young Patrons Circle (YPC) in an exclusive lounge for complimentary 



wine and coffee before the show and at intermission. YPC is PNB’s social and educational 
group for ballet patrons ages 21 through 39. YPC members save up to 40% off their tickets. For 
more information, visit PNB.org and search for “YPC.”  
 

#   #   # 
 

AMERICAN STORIES is made possible by major sponsor Peter & Peggy Horvitz, and 
supporting sponsor Perkins Coie, as well as media sponsor KUOW. The 2006 PNB premiere of 
Jerome Robbins’ Fancy Free was generously underwritten in part by Glenn Kawasaki. The 
works of George Balanchine performed by Pacific Northwest Ballet (including Square Dance) 
are made possible in part by The Louise Nadeau Endowed Fund. The 2013 world premiere of 
Twyla Tharp’s Waiting at the Station was generously underwritten by Peter & Peggy Horvitz. 
 
Pacific Northwest Ballet’s 2015-2016 season is proudly sponsored by ArtsFund and Microsoft. 
Season-long sponsorship also provided by 4Culture. 
 

 
Publicity Contact 

Gary Tucker, Media Relations Manager 
206.441.2426 / GTucker@PNB.org / PNB.org/press 

 
Schedule and programming subject to change. For further information, please visit PNB.org. 
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